REPORT ON THE PREVENTION
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EPIDEMIC CHOLERA IN AMERICA.

ADOPTED BY THE AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION AND THE
CONFERENCE OF STATE BOARDS OF HEALTH.

o the Conference of State Boards of Healtl:

MRr. PRESIDENT AND MEMBEERS: Your committee, to whom was referred papers relating to the
practical work required for the prevention of epidemic cholera in this country, respectfully report as
follows :

ORIGIN AND DISSEMINATION.

There are three essential factors to the prevalence of cholera in this country as an epidemic,— (1) the
importation of the disease by means of ships more or less directly from its only place of origin in India ;
(2) local unsanitary conditions favorable to the reception and development of the disease; (3) persons
sick with the disease in some of its stages, or things infected by such sick persons, to carry it from place
to place. These three factors naturally suggest the methods of combating the disease, for which there
is needed practical work,—international, national, and inter-state, state, and local. So far as relates
to state and local boards of health, their organization and activities are greater than ever before; but it
must be admitted, that after cholera has been introduced into a country, inland quarantines are not
easily and successfully maintained, although efforts in this direction are then advisable.

In view of the threatened introduction of cholera into this country during the coming year, and the-
consequent immense waste of life and property values through derangements of commerce, trade, and.
productive industries, it is the sense of this conference that the- general government should maintaimn
such a national health service as shall, by rigid inspection at the port of embarkation, question the free~
dom from disease and infection of all persons and things from infected districts, and shall secure the
surveillance of such persons and things while on shipboard, and, when necessary, detention at quaran-
tine stations on this side for treatment and disinfection.

OFFICIAL INSPECTION.

In view of the present threatening aspect of Asiatic cholera, and the constant danger from other com-
municable diseases occurring at foreign ports having commercial relations with the United States, we
urge upon congress to provide for the appointment and maintenance at all such foreign ports where
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